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Abstract: 
Violent theft is a serious criminal offence that threatens public 
security, violates individual rights, and disrupts social order. 
Addressing this crime requires effective law enforcement strategies 
supported by legal education and public participation. This study 
aims to examine the strategies employed by General Criminal 
Investigation Officers in handling violent theft in Bengkulu City, 
identify the educational dimensions of their investigative practices, 
and analyse these strategies from the perspective of fiqh siyasah. This 
research adopts a qualitative approach using a case study design. Data 
are collected through interviews, observations, and document analysis 
involving relevant law enforcement officers and other related parties. 
The analysis focuses on investigative procedures, legal awareness 
initiatives, community engagement, and preventive measures. The 
perspective of fiqh siyasah is used to evaluate these practices based on 
the principles of justice (al-‘adl), public welfare (maslahah), 
accountability, and the protection of human rights. This study seeks to 
explain how law enforcement strategies can be strengthened through 
legal education and preventive efforts to reduce the risk of violent 
theft. Furthermore, it highlights the importance of integrating effective 
investigation, public legal awareness, and Islamic political 
jurisprudence to promote fair, accountable, and community-oriented 
law enforcement in Bengkulu City. 

This is an open-access article under the CC–BY-SA license. 
 

 

 

Violent theft is a criminal offence that poses a significant challenge to public security, social 
order, and the protection of individual rights. Unlike ordinary theft, this offence involves violence 
or the threat of violence, which may cause physical harm, psychological distress, and material 
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losses to victims(Basmin et al., 2026). Its occurrence reflects the need for effective law enforcement 
strategies that not only address criminal acts but also strengthen crime prevention and public 
legal awareness(Mushkudiani et al., 2026). In this context, the role of law enforcement agencies, 
particularly General Criminal Investigation Officers, is essential in investigating cases, 
identifying perpetrators, collecting evidence, and ensuring that criminal proceedings are 
conducted in accordance with applicable legal provisions. 

The handling of violent theft requires a comprehensive approach that combines 
investigative effectiveness, institutional accountability, and preventive measures(Pamba, 2026). 
Investigators are responsible for conducting professional and impartial investigations while 
respecting the rights of victims, suspects, and other parties involved in criminal 
proceedings(Yusuf et al., 2026). However, law enforcement cannot rely solely on investigation 
and prosecution. Legal education and public participation are also important in developing 
awareness of legal obligations, encouraging cooperation with law enforcement authorities, and 
preventing criminal behaviour. Through legal counselling, public communication, and 
community engagement, law enforcement institutions can contribute to the development of a 
society that understands the importance of legal compliance and collective responsibility for 
public security(Laia et al., 2026). 

The educational dimension of criminal investigation is therefore relevant to understanding 
how law enforcement strategies can extend beyond the immediate resolution of criminal 
cases(Anggraeni et al., 2026). Legal education may serve as a preventive instrument by informing 
the public about the consequences of criminal conduct, the importance of reporting suspicious 
activities(Safik & Billah, 2025), and the role of citizens in maintaining public order(Islam et al., 
2026). Nevertheless, the extent to which educational initiatives are integrated into investigative 
strategies requires further examination. It is necessary to investigate whether such initiatives 
form part of systematic crime prevention or remain supplementary activities that are separate 
from the principal investigative process(Bauer et al., 2026). This issue provides an important basis 
for assessing the relationship between criminal investigation, public legal awareness, and 
preventive governance(Tamba et al., 2026). 

In addition to the framework of positive law, the handling of violent theft can be examined 
through the perspective of fiqh siyasah, an area of Islamic jurisprudence concerned with 
governance, public affairs, and the exercise of authority in pursuit of justice and public 
welfare(Faizal et al., 2026). This perspective emphasises the responsibility of authorities to 
maintain social order, protect the community, and prevent harm through legitimate and 
accountable governance(Salsabila, 2025). Principles such as justice (al-‘adl), public welfare 
(maslahah), and the protection of human dignity provide a normative basis for evaluating law 
enforcement practices(Sutrisno et al., 2025). From this standpoint, the effectiveness of an 
investigative strategy should not be measured solely by its ability to identify and prosecute 
offenders but also by its fairness, proportionality, accountability, and contribution to public 
welfare(Lubis et al., 2025). 

The relevance of fiqh siyasah lies in its potential to provide an ethical and normative 
framework for assessing the relationship between state authority and public protection(Lubis et 
al., 2025). Investigative measures must be directed towards legitimate legal objectives and 
implemented without arbitrary treatment or disregard for individual rights(Mukri et al., 2026). 
Furthermore, public education and preventive initiatives may be understood as part of a broader 
responsibility to promote social welfare and reduce the conditions that contribute to criminal 
behaviour. Integrating these principles into the analysis of criminal investigation can therefore 
offer a broader understanding of law enforcement as both a legal obligation and a public 
responsibility(Arianda, 2026). 
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Bengkulu City provides the geographical context for examining these issues in practice. An 
investigation into the strategies employed by General Criminal Investigation Officers in the city 
can provide insight into the implementation of investigative procedures, the challenges 
encountered during case handling, and the extent to which preventive and educational measures 
support law enforcement efforts. It can also help clarify how the principles of fiqh siyasah may 
be applied analytically to assess the fairness, effectiveness, and public-oriented objectives of 
criminal investigation. However, the specific institutional practices, operational obstacles, and 
educational initiatives involved must be established through empirical research rather than 
assumed in advance. 

Although criminal investigation, crime prevention, and Islamic legal perspectives have 
each received scholarly attention, the relationship between investigative strategies, legal 
education, and the principles of fiqh siyasah warrants further examination within a specific local 
context. In particular, an integrated analysis is needed to understand how investigative practices 
address violent theft while promoting public legal awareness and reflecting principles of justice 
and public welfare. This study addresses that concern by examining the educational dimension 
of General Criminal Investigation Officers' strategies in handling violent theft in Bengkulu City 
through the perspective of fiqh siyasah. 

Accordingly, this study aims to analyse the strategies employed by General Criminal 
Investigation Officers in handling violent theft in Bengkulu City, identify the educational 
elements associated with these strategies, and evaluate their relevance to the principles of fiqh 
siyasah. By bringing together criminal investigation, legal education, and Islamic political 
jurisprudence, this research seeks to contribute to a more comprehensive understanding of law 
enforcement that balances investigative effectiveness, legal accountability, public awareness, and 
the protection of individual rights. The findings are expected to provide an academic basis for 
strengthening preventive and community-oriented approaches to criminal investigation while 
maintaining compliance with applicable law. 

Research Design 

This study employs a qualitative approach with a case study design to examine the 
strategies used by General Criminal Investigation Officers(Isandra & Sukoco, 2025) in handling 
violent theft in Bengkulu City. A qualitative approach is considered appropriate because it 
enables an in-depth exploration of investigative practices, institutional challenges, and the 
educational dimensions of law enforcement within their actual context(Iqbal & Wachid, 2026). 
The case study design provides a framework for understanding how investigative strategies are 
implemented and how they can be evaluated through the perspective of fiqh siyasah. 

Research Location and Informants 

The research is conducted in Bengkulu City, with a particular focus on the role of the 
relevant criminal investigation unit within the local police institution. Research informants are 
selected purposively based on their knowledge, experience, and involvement in handling violent 
theft cases. They may include criminal investigators, supervisory officers, and other relevant 
parties who can provide information concerning investigative procedures, crime prevention, and 
public legal education. The selection of informants is guided by the relevance and depth of the 
information required to address the research objectives. 

Data Collection Techniques 

Data are collected through interviews, observations, and document analysis. Semi-

 Method (منهج) 
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structured interviews are conducted to obtain information about investigative strategies, 
procedural challenges, coordination among relevant parties, and educational initiatives 
associated with crime prevention. Observations are used, where access is permitted, to 
understand relevant institutional practices and the implementation of investigative procedures. 
Document analysis involves examining applicable legislation, institutional reports, official 
records, and other relevant documents that support an understanding of violent theft 
investigation and legal education. Confidential information and personal data are handled in 
accordance with applicable ethical and legal requirements. 

Data Analysis 

The data are analysed using an interactive qualitative analysis process consisting of data 
condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing and verification. First, the collected 
information is organised and condensed according to the research objectives. Second, the data 
are presented thematically to identify patterns relating to investigative strategies, institutional 
constraints, educational initiatives, and preventive measures. Third, conclusions are drawn and 
verified by comparing information from different sources and examining the consistency of the 
emerging findings. This process is intended to ensure that the interpretation remains grounded 
in the empirical evidence. 

Analytical Framework: Fiqh Siyasah 

The findings are analysed through the perspective of fiqh siyasah, particularly its principles 
of justice (al-‘adl), public welfare (maslahah), accountability, and the protection of human dignity 
and rights. These principles serve as an analytical framework for evaluating whether 
investigative strategies are conducted fairly, responsibly, and in accordance with legitimate 
public interests. The educational dimension is examined in terms of its contribution to public 
legal awareness, community participation, and crime prevention. This analysis also considers the 
relationship between the exercise of state authority, the enforcement of criminal law, and the 
protection of society. 

Research Trustworthiness and Ethical Considerations 

The trustworthiness of the research is strengthened through source triangulation, careful 
documentation, and the comparison of interview findings with observations and relevant 
documents. Where appropriate, clarification from informants is sought to ensure that 
interpretations accurately reflect the information provided. Ethical considerations include 
obtaining informed consent, protecting informants' identities when necessary, maintaining 
confidentiality, and presenting findings objectively. The research is also conducted with due 
regard for institutional access requirements and the legal restrictions governing criminal 
investigation records. 

1. Strategies for Handling Violent Theft in Bengkulu City 

The handling of violent theft requires a structured investigative process that combines the 
identification of criminal acts, evidence collection, suspect identification, and the preparation of 
case files in accordance with applicable legal provisions(Maboa, 2026b). General Criminal 
Investigation Officers play a central role in ensuring that each investigative stage is conducted 
professionally, systematically, and objectively(Maboa, 2026a). The effectiveness of these 
strategies depends on the availability of evidence, the accuracy of witness statements, 
coordination among relevant parties, and compliance with established criminal 
procedures(D’Antoni et al., 2026). 

🗐 Result (نتائج) 
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The investigation of violent theft also requires attention to the circumstances surrounding 
each case. Investigators must examine the relationship between the reported incident, the 
available evidence, and the suspected involvement of particular individuals(Wang et al., 2026). 
These procedures are essential to establishing the factual basis of a criminal case while 
safeguarding the rights of all parties involved. Accordingly, investigative effectiveness should be 
assessed not only through the completion of case files but also through procedural accuracy, 
accountability, and respect for legal protections. 

2. Educational Dimensions of Criminal Investigation 

The educational dimension of criminal investigation concerns the role of law enforcement 
in increasing public understanding of criminal law and encouraging preventive 
behaviour(Wagner & Johar, 2026). Legal education may include public awareness activities, legal 
counselling, community engagement, and the dissemination of information regarding the 
consequences of violent theft(Haniyah et al., 2026). Such activities can help citizens understand 
the importance of reporting criminal incidents, cooperating with law enforcement authorities, 
and contributing to the maintenance of public security. 

The relationship between investigation and legal education can be examined through the 
extent to which preventive communication accompanies formal enforcement measures(Rombe & 
Ilyas, 2026). Investigation primarily addresses alleged criminal conduct, whereas legal education 
seeks to improve public awareness and reduce the likelihood of future offences(Čičić, 2026). 
Integrating these functions may provide a broader framework for addressing violent theft(Aristo 
et al., 2026). However, the actual implementation, frequency, and effectiveness of educational 
activities in Bengkulu City must be established through interviews, observations, and 
institutional documentation. 

3. Challenges in Handling Violent Theft 

The investigation of violent theft may involve several operational challenges, including 
difficulties in obtaining reliable witness statements, limitations in the availability of supporting 
evidence, and the need to establish the sequence of events accurately(Laia et al., 2026). Witnesses 
may be reluctant to provide information because of fear, concerns about personal safety, or 
uncertainty regarding legal procedures. Such circumstances can complicate the process of 
collecting evidence and reconstructing the events associated with an alleged offence. 

Institutional coordination and access to relevant information may also influence the 
investigative process(Ra, 2026). These factors require investigators to exercise professional 
judgement, maintain effective communication, and ensure that investigative decisions are 
supported by reliable evidence(Park, 2026). Nevertheless, the specific obstacles encountered by 
investigators in Bengkulu City cannot be determined without empirical data from the relevant 
police institution and other credible sources. 

4. Violent Theft Investigation from the Perspective of Fiqh Siyasah 

The perspective of fiqh siyasah provides a normative framework for evaluating the 
relationship between law enforcement authority, public welfare, and the protection of individual 
rights(Lizapahlania et al., 2026). The principle of justice (al-‘adl) emphasises the importance of 
impartial procedures and equal treatment before the law(Yandi et al., 2026). Meanwhile, the 
principle of public welfare (maslahah) highlights the responsibility of public authorities to protect 
society from harm and maintain social order. 

Within this framework, investigative strategies can be assessed according to their legal 
legitimacy, procedural fairness, accountability, and contribution to public protection. The 
educational dimension is also relevant because public legal awareness may support preventive 
efforts and strengthen cooperation between communities and law enforcement institutions. 
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However, whether the investigative practices in Bengkulu City adequately reflect these principles 
must be established through a systematic analysis of the actual research findings. 

 
1. Integrating Investigative Effectiveness and Legal Accountability 

The handling of violent theft should be understood as a process that requires both 
investigative effectiveness and legal accountability(Makri et al., 2026). Investigators are 
responsible for establishing the facts of a case through lawful procedures, collecting relevant 
evidence, examining witness statements, and identifying suspected perpetrators on a sufficient 
evidentiary basis(Papi, 2026). These responsibilities demonstrate that effective law enforcement 
cannot be separated from procedural compliance and the protection of individual rights(Faisal, 
2026). 

From a broader perspective, investigative success should not be measured exclusively by 
the number of cases resolved. It should also be evaluated in terms of the quality of 
evidence(Ritonga, 2026), the fairness of investigative procedures, institutional transparency, and 
the protection of victims and suspects(Pujiono et al., 2026). This approach is consistent with the 
principle that public authority must be exercised within legal limits and directed towards 
legitimate objectives. 

The application of this framework to Bengkulu City requires empirical examination of the 
investigative procedures employed by General Criminal Investigation Officers. Such an 
examination can clarify whether operational practices support effective case handling while 
maintaining the standards of professionalism and accountability required by criminal law. 

2. Legal Education as a Preventive Instrument 

Legal education can complement investigative measures by addressing the importance of 
legal awareness and community participation in crime prevention(Arianda, 2026). While 
investigation focuses on responding to suspected criminal conduct, education seeks to strengthen 
public understanding of legal responsibilities, the consequences of criminal offences, and the 
appropriate channels for reporting incidents(Haniyah et al., 2026). 

The educational dimension is particularly relevant when considered as part of a 
comprehensive approach to public security(Bisiuk et al., 2026). Communities that understand the 
importance of reporting criminal incidents and providing accurate information may be better 
positioned to cooperate with law enforcement authorities(Huffman et al., 2026). Nevertheless, 
public education should not be assumed to reduce violent theft automatically(Oliinyk & 
Yuzikova, 2026). Its contribution depends on the relevance of the information provided, the 
accessibility of educational activities, public trust in law enforcement, and the continuity of 
institutional engagement(Fewsan et al., 2026). 

Consequently, the educational dimension of investigative strategies should be evaluated 
through evidence concerning the implementation and outcomes of relevant activities(Paeth & 
McGregor, 2026). If legal counselling or community engagement programmes are identified in 
the research, their objectives, implementation, and perceived benefits should be analysed in 
relation to the broader strategy for handling violent theft. 

3. Analysing Criminal Investigation through Fiqh Siyasah 

The perspective of fiqh siyasah offers a normative basis for examining how public authority 
should be exercised in the protection of society(Wardhana et al., 2026). The principle of justice 
(al-‘adl) requires that investigative procedures be conducted impartially and that decisions be 
grounded in relevant evidence(Afriyanto et al., 2025). This principle also implies that victims 
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must receive appropriate legal protection while suspects retain the rights guaranteed by 
applicable law(Sutrisno et al., 2025). 

The principle of public welfare (maslahah) emphasises the responsibility of authorities to 
prevent harm, maintain social order, and protect the community. In the context of violent theft, 
this principle supports efforts to investigate criminal conduct effectively while developing 
preventive measures that serve legitimate public interests(Le Duc, 2026). Legal education may 
complement these efforts by encouraging lawful behaviour and strengthening public 
understanding of the role of legal institutions(Muna et al., 2026). 

However, the application of fiqh siyasah should not be reduced to a general justification for 
law enforcement authority. Its analytical value lies in assessing whether the exercise of that 
authority is fair, proportionate, accountable, and directed towards public welfare. Accordingly, 
the relationship between investigative effectiveness and Islamic political jurisprudence should be 
examined critically, with due regard for applicable law and the rights of individuals. 

4. The Relationship between Law Enforcement, Education, and Public Welfare 

The integration of investigation and education offers a broader conceptual approach to 
addressing violent theft. Investigation provides a formal mechanism for responding to alleged 
offences, whereas legal education and community engagement may support prevention and 
encourage public cooperation(Siregar & Maragustam, 2026). These functions are complementary, 
although they serve different purposes and require distinct forms of evaluation. 

From the perspective of fiqh siyasah, this integration can be understood through the 
relationship between justice, public welfare, and responsible governance(Faizal et al., 2026). 
Authorities are expected not only to respond to criminal acts but also to pursue legitimate 
preventive measures that protect the community(Salsabila, 2025). Such measures must remain 
consistent with legal requirements and should not undermine the rights or dignity of 
individuals(Umaro et al., 2026). 

For Bengkulu City, this framework provides a basis for examining whether investigative 
practices are supported by meaningful educational initiatives and whether these activities 
contribute to a more accountable, preventive, and community-oriented approach to law 
enforcement. The strength of this interpretation ultimately depends on empirical evidence 
concerning actual institutional practices and the experiences of relevant stakeholders. 

 

5. Implications for Criminal Justice Practice 

The analysis has several potential implications for criminal justice practice. First, 
investigative procedures should be supported by professional standards, reliable evidence, and 
appropriate oversight. Second, legal education should be considered as a complementary 
component of crime prevention rather than a substitute for formal investigation. Third, 
cooperation between law enforcement institutions and communities should be developed in 
ways that strengthen public trust while respecting legal safeguards. 

Furthermore, the principles of fiqh siyasah may provide an additional framework for 
reflecting on the ethical and public-oriented dimensions of criminal investigation(Rauf et al., 
2026). Justice, public welfare, and accountability can help frame an evaluation of whether 
investigative strategies serve legitimate social objectives without disregarding individual 
rights(Elmame & Samaj’s, 2026). 

These implications should be interpreted as analytical propositions rather than established 
conclusions about current practices in Bengkulu City. Further assessment of the actual 
investigative procedures, educational initiatives, institutional constraints, and perspectives of 
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research informants is necessary to determine which approaches are appropriate and how they 
may be improved. 

The handling of violent theft requires a comprehensive approach that combines effective 
criminal investigation, legal accountability, and preventive education. General Criminal 
Investigation Officers play a significant role in ensuring that investigative procedures are 
conducted professionally, objectively, and in accordance with applicable legal provisions. In 
addition to formal law enforcement, legal education and community engagement may support 
public awareness, encourage cooperation with law enforcement authorities, and strengthen crime 
prevention efforts. 

From the perspective of fiqh siyasah, criminal investigation should reflect the principles of 
justice (al-‘adl), public welfare (maslahah), accountability, and the protection of individual rights. 
These principles provide a normative foundation for evaluating whether investigative strategies 
serve legitimate public interests while respecting legal safeguards. Integrating these values into 
law enforcement may contribute to a more balanced approach that considers both the resolution 
of criminal cases and the broader responsibility to protect society. 

The educational dimension of criminal investigation is therefore important as a 
complementary component of crime prevention. Nevertheless, its effectiveness depends on the 
implementation of relevant educational initiatives, public participation, and institutional 
commitment. Further empirical assessment is necessary to establish how these elements operate 
in Bengkulu City and to determine their contribution to the handling of violent theft. This study 
provides a conceptual basis for examining the relationship between investigative strategies, legal 
education, and fiqh siyasah, while highlighting the need for evidence-based, accountable, and 
community-oriented law enforcement practices. 
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