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Character education is an essential aspect of developing children's
moral values and Islamic behavior from an early age. However, the
influence of digital technology and environmental factors has
created challenges in fostering positive character among children.
This community service program aimed to strengthen Islamic
character education through mentoring activities at the Qur'anic
Learning Center (TPQ) based at Al-Mubaarak Mosque, Karang
Indah. The program employed the Asset Based Community
Development (ABCD) approach, which focuses on identifying and
utilizing community assets and potentials to support sustainable
development. The implementation consisted of four stages:
Discovery, Dream, Design, and Destiny. Activities included Qur'an
learning assistance, daily prayer memorization, worship
habituation, Islamic moral education, and character-building
mentoring. The program involved 18 TPQ students, mosque
administrators, teachers, and student volunteers. The results
indicated positive improvements in several indicators of Islamic
character, including attendance, discipline, daily prayer
memorization, participation in congregational worship, and
respectful behavior toward teachers and peers. The success of the
program was supported by the optimization of community assets,
including mosque facilities, human resources, social support, and a
religious environment. The findings demonstrate that mosque-
based TPQ mentoring can effectively strengthen children's Islamic
character while enhancing the role of the mosque as a center for
education and community development. Therefore, sustainable
collaboration among mosque administrators, educators, parents,
and the community is necessary to maintain and further develop
character education programs.

This is an open-access article under the CC-BY-SA license.

Introduction

Islamic character education is an important foundation in forming a generation with
good moral character. Islamic character includes the values of honesty, discipline,
responsibility, courtesy and social concern based on Islamic teachings. Cultivating
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character from an early age is a strategic step in preparing children to face various life
challenges while preventing moral degradation in the modern era. (Khoir, 2024) The
development of digital technology provides easy access to information for children, but
also brings various challenges in character formation. Based on data from the Indonesian
Internet Service Providers Association (APJII) in 2024, the number of internet users in
Indonesia reached 221.5 million people or around 79.5% of the total population. (Safara,
2026) The high intensity of internet use in the child and adolescent age group has the
potential to influence behavior patterns, social interactions and study habits if it is not
balanced with adequate religious education. This condition shows the importance of
strengthening Islamic character education as a moral fortress for the younger generation.
(Husniati, 2025) One of the institutions that plays a role in forming children's Islamic
character is the Al-Qur'an Education Park (TPQ). Apart from teaching the ability to read
the Koran, TPQ is also a means of getting used to worship, instilling moral values, and
forming religious character. (Azizah et al.,, 2023) The existence of TPQ in the mosque
environment provides a great opportunity to optimize the function of the mosque as a
center for education and community development. (Istianah, 2025) TPQ Al-Mubaarak
Mosque, located on Jalan Karang Indah, regularly holds Al-Qur'an learning activities for
children in the surrounding area. Based on the results of initial observations, teaching and
learning activities have gone well and received support from mosque administrators and
the community. (R et al., 2024) However, several challenges are still found such as the low
level of discipline of some students in participating in activities, the lack of habit of
memorizing daily prayers outside of study hours, and the need to strengthen moral
values in daily life. (Sangadah et al., 2022) Even though there are several problems, the Al-
Mubaarak Mosque TPQ has various assets that can be developed to support the formation
of children's Islamic character. (Safitri et al.,, 2026) The Asset Based Community
Development (ABCD) approach views that every community has potential and strengths
that can be utilized to solve the problems it faces. Therefore, program development is
carried out by optimizing the assets available in the TPQ and mosque environment.
(Hafizd et al., 2026)

Table 1. Identification of Assets at the Al-Mubaarak Mosque TPQ

Types of Potential The Potential It Has
Assets
Physical Assets Mosque, TPQ study room, Quran, prayer equipment
Ustaz/Ustazah, mosque administrators, KKN students, TPQ
Human Assets
students
Social Assets Support from the community and parents of students
Institutional Assets TPQ as a mosque-based non-formal educational institution
Spiritual Assets Masyarakat Religious environment and community culture

These various assets show that the TPQ Al-Mubaarak Mosque environment has
social capital that is strong enough to support programs to strengthen Islamic character
education. (Septiria et al., 2025) However, the available assets have not been utilized
optimally in structured and sustainable character development activities. Therefore, a
mentoring program is needed that is able to integrate Al-Qur'an learning with moral
habituation, worship practices, and instilling Islamic character values. (Rahayu, 2026)
Based on these conditions, this service activity aims to strengthen children's Islamic
character education through TPQ assistance based on the Al-Mubaarak Mosque on Jalan
Karang Indah with an Asset Based Community Development (ABCD) approach.
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(Belakang, 2025) This program is expected to be able to improve children's discipline,
responsibility, morals and religious understanding through utilizing the assets and
potential of the local community. (Nurkhalifah et al., 2026)

Method

This community service activity was carried out at the TPQ Al-Mubaarak Mosque
on Jalan Karang Indah with the main target being TPQ student children. The program
aims to strengthen Islamic character education through accompanying activities in
learning the Koran, getting used to worship, memorizing daily prayers, and instilling
moral values in daily life. (Zuhriyah et al., 2024)

The method used in this activity is Asset Based Community Development (ABCD).
The ABCD approach emphasizes the use of assets and potential owned by the community
as the main capital in solving problems and encouraging sustainable development.
(Sakinah et al., 2024) Through this approach, the community is not seen as an object of
activity, but as a subject who has the resources and ability to develop.

Implementation of activities is carried out through four main stages, namely
Discovery, Dream, Design, and Destiny. (Dzikrullah & Sabila, 2025)

Discovery Stage (Discovering Assets)

At this stage, field observations were carried out, interviews with mosque
administrators and TPQ teaching staff, as well as observations of ongoing learning
activities. This activity aims to identify various assets owned by TPQ Al-Mubaarak
Mosque, including physical assets, human assets, social assets and spiritual assets that can
support the implementation of Islamic character strengthening programs. (Salsabela,
2025)

Dream Stage (Formulating Expectations)

This stage was carried out through discussions with mosque administrators,
ustaz/ustazah, and the surrounding community to explore hopes for the development of
the character of TPQ students. (Ningrum & Nurrohim, 2025) The results of the discussion
showed that there was a shared desire to improve discipline, responsibility, politeness,
worship habits, and the students' ability to apply Islamic values in everyday life.
(Purnamasari, 2024)

Design Stage (Designing the Program)

Based on the results of identifying community assets and expectations, a
mentoring program was prepared which included learning to read the Koran,
memorizing daily prayers, practicing worship, providing material on Islamic morals,
getting used to greetings and manners, as well as educational activities that support the
formation of children's character. All activities are designed by utilizing the facilities and
resources available in the mosque environment. (Jamilah, 2023)

Destiny Stage (Implementation and Assistance)

This stage is the implementation of the program that has been designed. Activities
are carried out regularly during the service period through assistance in studying the Al-
Qur'an, getting used to congregational worship, memorizing daily prayers, providing
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religious motivation, and evaluating the character development of students. Apart from
that, mosque administrators and TPQ teaching staff are actively involved so that the
program can continue after the service activities end. (Mawardi et al., 2020)

Table 2. Program Implementation Stages Based on the ABCD Approach

ABCD Stages Activities
Discovery | Observation, interviews, and identification of TPQ and mosque assets
Dream Discussions and forums for shared hopes
Design Development of an Islamic character development program
Destiny Activity implementation and program evaluation

Activity data was obtained through observation, documentation, and recording of
participant progress throughout the program. The data was then analyzed descriptively
to illustrate changes in student participation and behavior after participating in the
mentoring activities. (Sari et al., 2022)

Results and Discussion

Activity data was obtained through observation, documentation, and recording of
participant progress throughout the program. The data was then analyzed descriptively
to illustrate changes in student participation and behavior after participating in the
mentoring activities. (Sari et al., 2022)

Tabel 3. Activity Participants

No Participants Number (People)
1 TPQ Students 25
2 Ustaz/Ustazah 2
3 Mosque Administrators 3
4 Student Supervisors 5
Total 35

Throughout the program, students demonstrated positive enthusiasm in participating
in each activity. Attendance was relatively high, and participation in both learning and
worship practices increased.

Tabel 4. Development of Islamic Character of Students

No Indicator Before Program (%) After (I;)())gram
1 Attendance at TPQ activities 72 94
2 Attendance at TPQ activities 68 89
3 Discipline in participating in lessons 61 86
4 | Politeness and etiquette towards teachers 75 93
5 | Participation in congregational worship 67 90

Based on Table 4, all Islamic character indicators improved after the program's
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implementation. The highest increases were seen in the indicators of daily prayer
memorization and participation in congregational worship. This indicates that the
mentoring activities were able to encourage the development of religious behavior among
students.

In addition to improving character indicators, the program also produced several
outcomes, including the formation of a habit of reciting prayers before and after class,
increased student involvement in mosque activities, and the creation of a more active and
conducive learning environment.

The results of the activity indicate that a mosque-based mentoring approach can be an
effective tool for strengthening children's Islamic character education. The presence of the
mosque as a center of religious activities provides a supportive environment for the
learning process and the instilling of Islamic values in daily life. Through intensive
interaction between students, ustaz/ustazah (Islamic teachers), mosque administrators,
and student mentors, the character-building process can be more optimal.

Improved student discipline is evident in the increased attendance and regularity of
TPQ (Islamic Religious Education) activities. This demonstrates that repeated habituation
can shape positive behavior in children. Habituation is an effective method of character
education because it provides participants with direct experience in applying the values
taught.

Improved memorization of daily prayers and participation in congregational worship
demonstrate that the mentoring activities not only enhance religious knowledge but also
encourage the application of Islamic teachings in daily life. Children become more
accustomed to beginning activities with prayer and are more active in participating in
worship activities held at the mosque.

From the ABCD approach, the program's success is inseparable from optimizing
community assets. Physical assets such as mosques and learning facilities, human assets
such as religious teachers and student mentors, and social assets such as parental and
community support are key factors contributing to the program's success. Utilizing these
assets allows the program to operate in a participatory manner and meet the needs of the
local community.

This activity also demonstrated that Islamic character education is more effective
when implemented through collaboration between educational institutions, families, and
the community. The involvement of mosque administrators and educators in every stage
of the activity creates a conducive environment for children's character development.
Thus, the mosque serves not only as a place of worship but also as a center for fostering a
generation with noble character.

The mentoring program at the Al-Mubaarak Mosque-based TPQ (Islamic Boarding
School) has successfully improved various aspects of the students' Islamic character,
particularly discipline, worship habits, memorization of daily prayers, and politeness.
These results demonstrate that a community-based approach can be an effective strategy
in supporting the strengthening of Islamic character education in children.

Conclusion

The program to strengthen children's Islamic character education through mentoring
at the Al-Mubaarak Mosque-based Islamic Boarding School (TPQ) on Jalan Karang Indah
has been successfully implemented using an Asset-Based Community Development
(ABCD) approach. Activities are implemented by utilizing various community assets,
such as the mosque, TPQ teaching staff, mosque administrators, student mentors, and
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support from the surrounding community.

The results of the activities indicate improvements in various aspects of the students'
Islamic character, including discipline in participating in TPQ activities, memorizing daily
prayers, participating in congregational worship, and being polite to teachers and peers.
Continuous mentoring fosters the formation of positive habits that support the
development of children's religious character.

The ABCD approach has proven effective in optimizing the potential and resources
available within the community, enabling the program to be participatory and tailored to
the needs of partners. In addition to improving children's Islamic character, this activity
also strengthens the mosque's role as a center for education, moral development, and
community empowerment.

Based on the results of the activities, it is recommended that the Islamic character
mentoring program at the TPQ be implemented sustainably, involving mosque
administrators, educators, and parents of students. In addition, it is necessary to develop
creative activities based on Islamic values to increase interest in learning and strengthen
the formation of children's character in a sustainable manner.
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